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and murder of innocent babes. She had denounced it as a crime more revolting than that of Herod, because committed against one's own flesh and blood. She has condemned with equal energy the atrocious doctrine of Malthus, who suggested unnatural methods for diminishing the population of the human family. Were I not restrained by the fear of offending modesty and of imparting knowledge where "ignorance is bliss," I would dwell more at length on the social plague of ante-natal infanticide, which is insidiously and systematically spreading among us, in defiance of civil penalties and of the divine law which says: " Thou shalt not kill."
3.  There is no phase of human misery for which the Church does not provide some remedy or alleviation.   She has established infant asylums for the shelter of helpless babes who have been cruelly abandoned by their own parents, or bereft of them in the mysterious dispensations of Providence before they could know and feel a mother's love.   These little waifs, like the infant Moses drifting in the turbid Nile, are rescued from an untimely death and are tenderly raised by the daughters of the great King, those consecrated virgins who become nursing mothers to them.    And I have know more than one .such motherless babe, who, like Israel's lawgiver in after years, became a leader among his people.
4.  As the Church provides homes for those yet on the threshold of life, so, too, does she secure retreats for those on the threshold of death.   She has asylums in which aged men and women find at one and the same time a refuge in their old age from the storms of life and a novitiate to prepare them for eternity.   Thus, from the cradle to the grave, she is a nursing mother.   She rocks her children in the cradle of infancy, and she soothes them to rest on the couch of death.
Louis XIV erected in Paris the famous Hotel des Invalides for the veterans of France who had fought in the service of their country. And so has the Catholic religion provided for those who have been disabled in the battle of life, a home in which they are tenderly nursed in their declining years by devoted Sisters.
The Little Sisters of the Poor, whose congregation was founded in 1840, have now charge over two hundred and fifty establishments in different parts of the globe, the aged inmates